
Joe offers this biography. 

 

I am Officer Joseph W. Phillips with the Springfield Police Department.  As 

many of you already know, I have been assigned as the Neighborhood Police 

Officer of Beat 200 as of January 2nd of this year.  Beat 200 encompasses all 

the area of the city between South Grand and Carpenter Streets, and between 

9th and Macarthur Streets.  I would like to take this opportunity to give you a 

little background as to who I am and how I plan to help make your neighbor-

hood a better place to live. 

 I was born and raised in Rushville, IL, where I still live today.  All my 

life, I have been coming to Springfield to shop, dine, and for entertainment.  I 

am happily married and have been for over eleven years.  I have two children 

ages 8 and 6.  I am an avid hunter and fisherman, and also spend some time 

coaching Little League Baseball.  This may upset some people, but I am a die 

hard St. Louis Cardinals fan (apologies to the Cubs fans) and enjoy watching 

Cardinals baseball, and occasionally going to St. Louis for a game with my 

family. 

 I have been in law enforcement for over ten years.  I worked as a part 

time Deputy Sheriff in Schuyler County from 1999 until I was hired by the 

Springfield Police Department in 2006.  During that time, I also served as a 

full time Police Officer with the Rushville Police Department from 2003 until 

2006 when I was hired by the SPD.  Since working for the SPD, I have been a 

very proactive officer and have made numerous drug and gun arrests.  During 

the summer of 2009, I was temporarily assigned to the Street Crimes Unit 

where I gained valuable experience in combating street level crime. 

 As your Neighborhood Police Officer, I will work to identify problems 

within your neighborhood and work hard to find solutions to those problems. I 

will work with property owners and residents within the neighborhood.  I will 

work to keep track of where criminal activity is occurring and work with other 

officers working the area to stifle that activity.  I look forward to working with 

all of you and I hope I can help with any problems that come up within your 

neighborhood. 
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The PURPOSE of VHNA 
is to improve the quality 
of life of residents & pre-
serve property value. Our 
goals include encourag-
ing improvement of prop-
erties, protecting the 
health and welfare of 
residents, promoting in-
t e r a c t i o n  a m o n g 
neighbors, encouraging 
participation in govern-
ment and fostering  pride 
in our homes and 
neighborhoods. 

 
V INEGAR  H ILL  N EIGHBORHOOD A SSOCIATION 

 

Our TERRITORY ex-
tends from the south side 
of Jefferson St to the 
north side of So. Grand 
Av, and from the east side 
of Walnut St up to but 
excluding Second St.  
Membership is not lim-
ited to residents or prop-
erty owners in that area. 

MEETINGS are held on 
the second Monday of 
each month from 7-9 pm , 
Laurel United Method-
ist Church room-201,   
located at Walnut and 
South Grand. 

MEMBERSHIP is open 
to all who support our 
purpose and goals.  
Dues are $10 per year. 
You may join via US 
mail, at a membership 
meeting or online at:  

www.vhna.net 

Neighbors in harmony improving, preserving & protecting  -  www.vhna.net  

View in color on line at :  www.vhna.net  

Changing of the Guard  

Officer Joe Phillips takes reins from Dave Barringer 

Joe is featured Speaker for Monthly Meeting 
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Zoning Proposal for 405 and 401 Jackson Parkway 
Last month we reported on the proposal to reclassify 405 Jackson Parkway to commercial office space. JP 

residents are willing to allow for a Conditional Permitted Use (CPU) variance so the existing home can be 

used as a lobbying office. Tony Leone has been interested in the same zoning action for his 401 property. 

VHNA membership present voted to support a CPU for both properties to allow for lobbying groups to 

have their offices there.  

VHNA recognizes the need for such use so close to the State Capital but is very resistant to the reclassifi-

cation to Office to accommodate this need. It especially supports the preservation of the existing housing 

stock with its architecture and residential feel it imparts to the area. These homes can easily serve these 

functions as they are and preserve the historic character that visitors to our City will appreciate.  

 

Fifth Street Renaissance / SARA Center plans for 15 bed Veteranôs home on track as it 

passes City Council. 
Penny Harris, Executive Director, and Deb Williams, President of the Board of  Fifth Street Renaissance / 

Sara Center gave us an update on their proposed Veterans housing they are hoping to build at the corner of 

Spring and Scarrett where the old Asian food store was located. The proposal passed the Council and they 

are interviewing Architectural firms for proposals and have reduced the pool down to two final firms whom 

they will interview this week. If all keeps on schedule they will be able to break ground earlyu this summer 

and by this time next year VHNA may be supporting or troops by welcoming them as good neighbors. 

  

December ô09 Minutes  

 

The December meeting opened at 7:10 with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Penny Harris, Executive Director, and Deb Williams, President of the Board of  Fifth Street Renais-

sance / Sara Center gave us an update on their proposed Veterans housing.  

Also in attendance was Michelle Higgenbotham and Steve Combs from Enos Park NA to give us an up-

date on the Rail Consolidation Memorandum of Understanding signed by the City and  County.  

Officer Dave Baringer gave us his final report and introduced our new Beat 200 Officer . A sincere 

Thank You was given to Dave for all his support of VHNA.  

Ton7y Leone discussed the zoning proposal for 405 Jackson Parkway and expressed interest in the same 

consideration for his property at 401 as was proposed for 405. The membership agreed it was the same 

issue and voted to support a CPU both properties. 

Kathy Twyman reported that we had about $450 in the bank. The dues were coming in so the account 

was recovering again from its typical end of year draw down.  

If you haven't sent in yours please do so. Thanks. 

Officer and Board elections were held and the same dedicated individuals retained their respective posi-

tions for yet another year of enjoyable community commitment. 

The membership then broke into merriment and feasting of the Holiday Pot-Luck offerings. 

VHNA thanks Pat Geary for her dedication to her community. Pat has brought the solid refreshments for 

each of the last yearôs monthly meetings, stirring, baking and hauling treats up to the second floor faith-

fully to enhance our sense of community here at our VHNA meetings. Her back is asking her not to this 

next year and she is giving the task back to us youngsters to share again. But her generosity has been evi-

dent in other corners of Springfield as I ran across her at St Patrickôs school tutoring disadvantaged chil-

dren. In fact she has dedicated her life to helping others including the more difficult cases, as I will reveal 

that she was my second grade teacher back in Chicago a half century ago. Now you know she is a saint! 
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VHNA VOLUNTEERS  

Newsletter Editor 

Bob Croteau 753-3449 

bobcroteau@sbcglobal.net 

Greeting / Condolence Cards 

Betty Green 522-2690 

Block Stewards 

Allen Street - 400 block  

Mona Colburn  

Allen Street - 500 block  

Chuck Stout 

Canedy Street 

 Ted Keylan                

Chenery Street 

(Available) 

College Street 

George Tinkham  

Cook & Edwards Sts. 

Bob Croteau  

Fayette Avenue 

(Available) 

First Street 

Cathy Twyman  

Henrietta Street 

Dee Nelson  

Jackson Parkway 

Tom Cullen  

Pasfield Street 

(Available) 

Spring Street 

John McBride  

Vine Street 

George Bastin    

Walnut St (north of Lawrence) 

Dennis Rogers  

Walnut St (south of Lawrence) 

Bill Castor  

Williams Street 

Charles Hudson  

If you are reading this on line then we were successful in getting out a combined Janu-

ary/February edition. A few bumps in the electronic road were expected as we found out 

our web site provider has tired of the diligence it takes to keep up the site of at least 50 

Not-for Profit organizations. Eric Vokel-Bono has let us know we need to find a new 

provider and we want to thank Eric for his kind support over the last few years and wish 

him the best of luck recovering and enjoying his new found freedom. So we are on the 

look out if you know how and would like to volunteer to help. We of course donate to 

the cause annually along with out fee to keep up the address. 

Out intention was to  send out an email with the link to the website which is a small 

sized file around 20 kB. However, emailing out the newsletter as an attachment brings it 

up to about 4 MB. This size will shut down my email service to that many addresses. So 

I will attempt to get out something smaller this time and hopefully we will have a new 

web site sponsor by next month. 

The paper edition of The View From The Hill will be distributed quarterly and will oc-

cur on the months the seasons change (March, June, September and December).  How-

ever, if special issues come up and it is deemed timely we will issue Special Editions 

that will be physically distributed to homes.  

The View From the Hill  
Now on Electronic Distribution??? 

Emergency 911 - Police & Fire 
   Police non-emergency       788ï 8311 
    Drug Unit (3-11pm)           788-8498 

   Neighborhood Police Officer 

  cell 652-2255   

   Animal Control                   535-3065 

   Housing Violations, trash   789-2167 

   Appliance/furniture pickup 522-7797  

Aldermen 
   Ward 5:   Sam Cahnman  -  528-0311 

   Ward 6:   Mark Mahoney - 544-7944 

Helpful Services  
 

Large Item Pickup: call 522-7797 and have an item per year like refrigera-
tors, appliances, couches, mattresses picked up for free. Donõt dump it.   
 
Or for any pre 1993 working refrigerator reduce your carbon footprint and let 
CWLP give you $50 to haul it away and recycle all the components. 1-866-
899-9862. Replace the old inefficient one with a new Energy Star model.  
 
Curbside Recycling of paper, plastic, cans and clear glass. Call your hauler.  
 
Branch Pickup began April 6th and continues into November. Just put 
branches between the sidewalk and curb. To see a map of the branch pickup 
check out  http://www.springfield.il.us/PublicWorks/Branches.htm  

http://www.springfield.il.us/Public%20Works/Branches.htm


January 2010 - Point of Pride 
400 S. Walnut 

 

Officers 

Bill Castor, President  ñ  416 - 1212 

Chris Riess, Vice-president ñ 553-4793  

Cathy Twyman, Treasurer ñ 789-1918 

Bob Croteau, Secretary ñ 753 - 3449 
    

Please join today! You need not be a resident or prop-

erty owner in our association area to join, as long as 

you support our mission. You can join online at: 

www.vhna.net, but must mail a check or attend a meet-

ing to pay dues. Or fill out the form at right to join and 

mail it with your $10 dues payment check to: 
        VHNA c/o ESP, LLP 

            600 E Adams St. 

    Springfield, IL 62701-1624 

Membership Form 

Name *  

Street address * 

City *                                       State *                                    Zip * 

Phone * 

EMAIL  address *   (needed to receive monthly newsletter) 

Cell phone    (  *  denotes required item) 

May we list your contact information in the VHNA directory to 
be distributed only to members? (circle one)  YES  /  NO                                                                              

Please suggest issues VHNA should address or activities  you 
think will help better our association:    (attach sheet if needed) 
 

* We need your email address to send out the monthly 
newsletter, but we will not share this list with anyone. 

The owners of this 

gem were sure they 

could not afford it 

when they first saw it 

with its unique steep 

roof architecture. The 

more they looked 

though the more they 

decided they couldnôt 

live without it and de-

cided to take the 

plunge. They made 

and offer and to their 

surprise their offer was 

accepted. This is an-

other example of the 

fine value of homes in 

the VHNA territory. 

 

 


