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Do you have e-mail?
If at all possible, PLEASE consider taking this 
newsletter electronically via e-mail, rather than in the 
hard copy printed version.  E-mail is free and will save 
the city the cost of printing and mailing your newsletter.  
If most of your neighborhood association members 
have e-mail, please consider distributing the newsletter 
this way.  If you would like to change from receiving 
paper copies of the newsletter to receiving it via e-
mail, please e-mail the information to: wynne.coplea@
cwlp.com.  Thank you for helping to save precious 
resources!

New Back Yard Composting 
Demonstration Area

Composting is a form of 
natural recycling.  When 
brown material (dead 
leaves) is layered with 
green material (grass 
clippings, vegetable/
garden debris) and stirred 
periodically, a natural 
process of decomposition 
occurs.  In the right 
conditions, a compost 
pile does not smell and 
produces compost rich in 
nutrients that is a great 
additive for �owers, potted 
plants or gardens.  Placing 

leaves and green waste in a compost pile saves the 
purchase of yard waste bags and stickers.

Learn about how to create a compost bin that complies 
with city regulations and is affordable to construct 
at the new Back Yard Compost Demonstration Area 
located on the Illinois State Fairgrounds.  The bins are 
located in the Master Gardener gardens, located in 
front of the University of Illinois Extension building.  

Five different types of compost bins demonstrate how 
easy it is to build your own compost pile and make 
compost.  The Demonstration Area is a cooperative 
project supported by the University of Illinois Extension 
Sangamon-Menard Unit Master Gardeners, Illinois 
Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity and 
the City of Spring�eld.  A brochure with a complete list 
of building instructions and materials is available at the 
site.  Join us for installation of the �nal compost bins on 
Thursday, May 29 at 5:30 pm at the Master Gardener 
gardens (location described above) and/or join us for the 
dedication of this new educational site on Friday, June 6 
at 10:30 a.m. For more information, call the Division of 
Waste & Recycling at 789-2327.

Recycling in the Workplace 

If you�ve ever wondered how to start or expand a 
recycling program where you work, we have some 
answers for you.  An action team from Leadership 
Spring�eld, a project of the Greater Spring�eld Area 
Chamber of Commerce, has been working hard, along 
with the city�s Division of Waste & Recycling, to provide 
updated information on options for workplace recycling.  
A free educational workshop, �Workplace Recycling 
in Spring�eld� will be presented Wednesday, May 28 
from 9:00 am � 1:00 pm at the INB Center, corner 
of 4th & Capitol.  There is no cost for registration, 
which includes lunch and resource materials, but we 
do require that you pre-register for the event.  You 
may register by calling the City Division of Waste & 
Recycling at 789-2327, or emailing wynne.coplea@
cwlp.com. If you cannot attend the workshop but 
would like information on recycling at work, you can 
request a copy of the brochure �Spring�eld Business 
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